An extraordinary situation has arisen in Hongkong. A short time ago it was decided to start nursing classes for the benefit of some of the European ladies in the colony, and it appears that the authorities of the Civil Hospital require the sisters to give instruction gratuitously on these occasions. The sisters object to this so strongly that there is talk of a strike among them. We hope that they will not be so ill-advised as to resort to action which it is almost impossible under any circumstances to justify. But We observe that the report attributes "the unpopularity of workhouse nursing " in the first place,, to "the friction between the house and the hospital," and in the second to " the want of arrangements for the accommodation and the comfort of the nurses, notably in the matter of the food supplied." On this point it seems fair to say that there are many evidences that workhouse nursing is steadily diminishing in unpopularity, and that friction is Nursing Section. 73 becoming the exception rather than the rule, while even during the last five years there has been a great improvement both in the accommodation provided and in the food supplied by boards of guardians for Poor-law nurses.
THE CHURCH AND NURSING.
We learn with interest that among the subjects to be brought forward at the Church Congress at Weymouth this year will be " Town and Village Nursing," and " The Visitation of the Sick." Now that the parish nurse is becoming more and more an institution?many of the clergy say that she is the most popular?the question of her qualifications is growing in importance, and we hope that in the discussion at the Church Congress stress will be laid upon this aspect of the matter. The This incident shows that instinct may become so strong in birds when they are anxious for their young that it amounts to a system of tactics carefully planned and put in force for their protection. What had happened was this : The bird we first saw was the male doing " sentry-go" whilst the female was sitting. We entered the marshy ground about 20 yards from the nest.
The sentry did his best to get us to approach him, and so draw us away from the place where his mate was sitting. When we remained stationary, knowing the habits of the birds, he ealled to his mate, when she quietly left the nest, crept along the ground for many yards, passed her mate, and did not rise until he was attracting attention in the air. A friend, who was with us, was entirely deceived, and insisted that the nest must be near the place where we first saw the sentinel standing. His prolonged search proved fruitless, as we explained to him would be the case, and the nest was found within a short distance of the place at which we first entered the marsh. Instinct, which compels reasoned action, such ;as we have described, is very remarkable and instructive.
Fired by this incident we kept a sharp look-out for snipe, which we were told were to be seen in this district. We saw none, but towards sundown we noticed a bird flying near the ground which from its zig-zag flight we took to be a snipe. On making careful search, in about half an hour we found a snipe's nest with four eggs. It is not usual, we believe, to find snipe breeding so far south, and if this is not the first recorded instance of the kind, it is at least remarkable to have met with it within 25 miles of London. All lovers of birds will appreciate the happiness and interest which accrued to us from this afternoon spent in observing these common objects of the country. The "An Onlooker" writes: In reading your notes on "The Untrained Matron at Work " in your widely-read journal, I cannot help feeling that several remarks (however well intentioned) may lead some readers to come to an altogether wrong conclusion, both as regards the treatment of the case in question and also the efficiency of the matron in charge of the infirmary at St. Albans. Upon closer investigation I think you will find that the patient to whom brandy was administered was not, at the actual time of his admission, under the influence of alcohol, and entire approval of the treatment adopted has since been expressed by medical men. The matron of this institution is known by many to be not only most humane and conscientious, but perfectly capable of fulfilling all duties connected with the sick under her charge. She may not be " trained" in the accepted sense of the term, but I venture to urge that years of experience, coupled with continuous service, should be estimated at their true value.
Having beld her present position for the past 13 years, the matron was prior to her appointment at St. Albans, for a similar number of years actively engaged in all branches of nursing, including both mental and accident cases. I will not enter upon the question of what may or may not be a case requiring the immediate attention of a doctor. Much may be said on both sides, but I may point out that the fact of a person's being fully trained, or even a medical man, may not always avert the disaster of an error in judgment. Knowing that in ventilating topics incident to the medical and nursing professions you are actuated only by the purest of motives, I will not apologise for trespassing at such length.
[At the conclusion of our Notes we distinctly emphasised They are the necessary accomplishment of that sentence on the flesh which, ever since we knew Christ, has been the object of our fondest desire that, dying with Him, we may rise with Him; that, through the daily Cross, the daily resurrection may be ours; that " the sentence of death" being in us, the power of the Divine life may triumph in us. Shall we murmur at these strokes, which are verily the unloosening of the bonds to set the captive spirit free? Shall we regret the gradual decay, which is but the passing off of the gloom of the night before the dawn of the everlasting Day ? Would we check the progress of our dissolution, if we could? All that bows the vigour of our fleshly frame, all that consumes away the spirits and strength of the sensitive soul, are in truth but the travail-pangs of the perfected deliverance of the Divine Nature struggling within us, for its heavenly development. Be not, then, unwilling to yield up the flesh to this slowly-advancing death, which must increase until its end be accomplished, " until the day break, and the shadows flee away."?Rev. T. T. Carter.
Oh, ask not thou, How shall I bear
The burden of to-morrow ? Sufficient for to-day, its care, Its evil and its sorrow; God imparteth by the way Strength sufficient for the day.
J. E. Saxbij.
